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IKEBE Shin-ichiro, Main Facilitator
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Born in 1943, IKEBE graduated from Tokyo University of the Arts in 1967
and completed the graduate course in 1971. He studied music composition
under IKENOUCHI Tomojiro, YASHIRO Akio, and MIYOSHI Akira. Since
winning the first prize for composition at the Japan Music Competition in
1966, he has received numerous awards, including the Ongaku-no-tomo
Company’s Award, the Salzburg TV Opera Festival Award, the RAI Prize (3
times), the Otaka Award (3 times), the Mainichi Film Music Award (3 times),
along with the excellent music award of Japanese Academy Award (9 times),
the Broadcasting Culture Award, etc. He also received the Purple Ribbon
Medal from the Government of Japan in 2004 and honored as a Person of
Cultural Merit in 2018. Ikebe's major works include: 10 symphonies, 3 piano
concertos, operas “The Death Goddess”, “Rokumeikan”, etc., and numerous
orchestral, chamber and choral pieces.

He has composed many film music works such as “Zhe Shadow Warrior” (by
KUROSAWA Akira), “The Ballad of Narayama’, “The Eel” (by IMAMURA
Shohei), etc. He is also known as an accomplish essayist. He is currently in
the position of Musical Director of the Tokyo Opera City Cultural Foundation
and Musical Director of western music for the Ishikawa Ongakudo.
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KORI Aiko, Facilitator
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Since the debut into the Japan Opera Association in 1975 and the Fujiwara
Opera Company in 1978, KORI has performed in numbers of opera works
with these companies, as well as many others, including the Hennessy Opera
Series conducted by OZAWA Seiji, and the New National Theater Opera.
She was awarded the Giraud Opera Prize, the only opera prize in Japan, for
her outstanding performances in Japan-premiere and original Japanese opera
works in 1985 and 1986 consecutively. She also received the Agency for
Cultural Affairs Art Festival Award for her first recital in 1987. In 2017 she
was assumed the Japan Opera Association as General Director, and has been
contributed to the promotion and development of Japanese operas. She
produced MR, CINDERELLA, YUZURU (2017), SHIZUKA TO YOSHITSUNE
(2018), and the world-premiere of KURENAI TEN'NYO (2019). Most recently
it is determined that she will produce NAKAMURA Toru's KIJIMUNA for
the next season. Kori is the Managing Director of the Japan Opera
Foundation, the General Director of the Japan Opera Association, and the
Director of the Japan Federation of Music.
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LEE Geonyong, Advisor
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LEE was born in Pyongannam-do, Korea 1947 as fourth son of a pastor, who
possessed high attainments in music. He started to compose songs since his
age twelve. His first study in composition was with Dal-Sung Kim at Seoul
High School of Music and Arts. He continued to study composition with
Sung-Jae Lee at Seoul National University and with Heinz Werner
Zimmermann at Frankfurter Musikhochschule in Frankfurt/M. Germany.
After the study in Germany he returned to Korea and taught composition in
Seoul National University and in the School of Music, Korea National
University of Arts, where he served as the president 2002 to 2006. After he
retired from the school, he led the Seoul Metropolitan Opera as the director
2012 to 2017.

He has written a lot of vocal music in various genre from art-song to opera.
He is known as a composer with profound understanding in literature. Song
Collection I we were water-flow, Cantata Behold the flower, Passion Passion
of Jesus Christ and Opera Spring Spring and A Little Monk are some of
examples of many works of this area.
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SAITO Rieko, Facilitator
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A graduated from Nihon University, College of Arts, Theatre Course. SAITO
Rieko is a member of the SEINENZA Theater Company and is directing
numbers of plays and musicals.

She made her debut as a theatre director with Narui Yutaka's REINDEER
EXPRESS performed in the SEINENZA Studio. Since then, she has directed
the Studio's other works such as; SHIMIZU Kunio's WE ARE LIKE A
REBORN TREE LEAF, KO Yeon Ock's ARRIVING ON THE WATERS LIKE
THE MOON, D. Bevan & E. Trzcinski's STALAG 17, KO Yeon Ock's THE
FIRST KISS FOR HUMANITY, along with many other works in the
SEINENZA Theater Laboratory, as well.

She produced and directed "the Musical ANNIE Christmas Concert" at
Aoyama Theater and New National Theatre Tokyo Play House, and the Shin-
Yuri Musical for Youth BLUE BIRD at Kawasaki City Art Center, etc. In
2014, she received the Korean e-daily Cultural Award (the classic category)
for the direction of Opera ARRIVING ON THE WATERS LIKE THE MOON
at Sejong Theatre in Seoul.



